
 

 
Acrylic 

 

 
 
Thicker and stronger than 
tempera or watercolor paint, 
Acrylic is a water-based "plastic" 
paint. 

 
Collage 

 

 
Collage is from the French 
meaning "paste up". The 
combination of pieces of cloth, 
magazines and other found 
objects to create artwork. 

 

 
Complementary 

Colors 
 

 

Complementary colors are those 
which appear opposite to one 
another on a color wheel. The 
complimentary colors are red and 
green, blue and orange, and 
yellow and purple. 
 

 
Composition 

 

 
 
The arrangement of lines, colors 
and form. 



 

 
Contour 
Drawing 

 
Contour drawing shows the 
outline of the subject, and not 
the volume or mass of an object. 
Blind contour drawings are those 
created by looking only at the 
subject, and not the paper while 
drawing. 

 
Contrast 

 
Contrast is created by using 
opposites near or beside one 
another, such as a light object 
next to a dark object or a rough 
texture next to a smooth 
texture. 

 
Easel 

 
An easel is used to support your 
canvas while painting. Can be a 
collapsible tripod, studio types 
and as a combination sketch box 
unit. Some sketch boxes contain 
lids that serve as easels. 
 

 
Egg Tempera 

 

 

 
 
A water-base paint made with an 
egg yolk binder. 



 

 
Gesture 
Drawing 

 
 
This quick drawing captures the 
energy and movement of the 
subject. It does not necessarily 
have to be realistic. 
 

 
Gouache 
(Tempera) 

 

 

Opaque watercolors and the 
technique of painting with such 
colors using white to make tints. 

 

 
Highlight 

 

 

Small areas on a painting or 
drawing on which reflected light 
is the brightest. 
 

 
Hue 

 

 

Hue is another word for color. 
The attribute which describes 
colors by name, i.e. red, blue, 
yellow etc. 



 

 
Intensity 

 

 

This term is used to describe the 
brightness, or the dullness of a 
color. 
 

 
Intermediate 

colors 

 

Obtained by mixing adjoining 
Primary and Secondary colors. 

 

 

 

Medium 
 

The art material that is used in a 
work of art such as clay, paint or 
pencil. Describing more than one 
art medium is referred to as 
media. Any substance added to 
color to facilitate application or 
to achieve a desired effect. 



 

 
Pastel 

 

Colors go from soft to brilliant in 
a stick form. When the paper is 
covered completely, it is known 
as a pastel painting. When the 
paper is exposed through the 
pastel, it is known as a pastel 
sketch. 

 
Perspective 

Perspective creates the feeling 
of depth through the use of lines 
that make your image appear to 
be three-dimensional. The closer 
the image is, the more detailed it 
will appear, and the larger it will 
be. 

 
Primary colors 

 
Red, yellow, blue. 

Secondary 
Colors 

 

Orange, Violet, Green. Each 
color is midway between the 
Primaries from which it can be 
mixed. 
 



 

 
Shade 

 

 

Using a mixture of black mixed 
with a color to make it darker. 
The opposite of shade is tint. 

 
Symmetry 

 

 

Symmetry is when one side of 
something balances out the other 
side.  

 
Tempera 

 

 

Tempera is a word used to 
describe any type of binder such 
as oil, water or egg that makes a 
pigment workable as a paint form. 

 
Tint 

 

 

Tint is the opposite of shade. 
Tinting is combining white with a 
color to make it lighter. 
 



 

 
Value 

 

 

Shadows, darkness, contrasts 
and light are all values in artwork. 
 

 

 

Wash 
 

 

A highly fluid application of 
color. 

 
Watercolor 

 

 

A translucent, water-based paint 
that comes in cake or tube form. 
 

 
Balance 

 

An art and design principle 
concerned with the arrangement 
of one or more elements in a 
work of art so that they appear 
symmetrical (even) or 
asymmetrical (uneven) in design 
and proportion. 



 
Acrylic:  Thicker and stronger than tempera or watercolor paint, Acrylic is a water-based "plastic" paint. 

Balance:  An art and design principle concerned with the arrangement of one or more elements in a work of art 

so that they appear symmetrical (even) or asymmetrical (uneven) in design and proportion. 

Composition:  The arrangement of lines, colors and form.  

Complementary Colors:  Complementary colors are those which appear opposite to one another on a color 

wheel. The complimentary colors are red and green, blue and orange, and yellow and purple. 

Collage:  Collage is from the French meaning "paste up". The combination of pieces of cloth, magazines and 

other found objects to create artwork. 

Contour Drawing:  Contour drawing shows the outline of the subject, and not the volume or mass of an 

object. Blind contour drawings are those created by looking only at the subject, and not the paper while 

drawing. 

Contrast:  Contrast is created by using opposites near or beside one another, such as a light object next to a 

dark object or a rough texture next to a smooth texture.  

Easel:  An easel is used to support your canvas while painting. Can be a collapsible tripod, studio types and as 

a combination sketch box unit. Some sketch boxes contain lids that serve as easels. 

Egg Tempera:  A water-based paint made with an egg yolk binder. 

Gesture Drawing:  This quick drawing captures the energy and movement of the subject. It does not 

necessarily have to be realistic. 

Gouache (Tempera):  Opaque watercolors and the technique of painting with such colors using white to make 

tints. 

Highlight:  Small areas on a painting or drawing on which reflected light is the brightest. 

Hue:  Hue is another word for color. The attribute which describes colors by name, i.e. red, blue, yellow etc. 

Intensity:  This term is used to describe the brightness, or the dullness of a color.  

Intermediate colors: Obtained by mixing adjoining Primary and Secondary colors. 

Medium:  The art material that is used in a work of art such as clay, paint or pencil. Describing more than one 

art medium is referred to as media. Any substance added to color to facilitate application or to achieve a 

desired effect. 

Pastel:  Colors go from soft to brilliant in a stick form. When the paper is covered completely, it is known as a 

pastel painting. When the paper is exposed through the pastel, it is known as a pastel sketch. 

Perspective:  Perspective creates the feeling of depth through the use of lines that make your image appear to 

be three-dimensional. The closer the image is, the more detailed it will appear, and the larger it will be.  

Primary colors:  Red, yellow, blue. 

Secondary colors:  Orange, Violet, Green. Each color is midway between the Primaries from which it can be 

mixed. 

Shade:  Using a mixture of black mixed with a color to make it darker. The opposite of shade is tint. 

Symmetry:  Symmetry is when one side of something balances out the other side.  

Tempera:  Tempera is a word used to describe any type of binder such as oil, water or egg that makes a 

pigment workable as a paint form.  

Tint:  Tint is the opposite of shade. Tinting is combining white with a color to make it lighter. 

Value:  Shadows, darkness, contrasts and light are all values in artwork. 

Wash:  A highly fluid application of color. 

Watercolor:  A translucent, water-based paint that comes in cake or tube form. 
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