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Refresher on Bloom’s Taxonomy of Critical Thought 

Level Description Sample Verbs Example 

Knowledge Remembering or recalling facts. 

 

Recall information. 

define, find identify, know, 

label, list, memorize, name, 

quote, recognize, select, state… 

What is the 

capitol of 

Wisconsin? 

Comprehension Understanding information without 

consulting other material for 

further explanation or 

clarification. 

 

Understand information. 

account for, explain, express in 

other terms, state in own 

words, group, illustrate, infer, 

interpret, paraphrase, 

recognize, retell, who, simplify, 

summarize, translate… 

What do all 

capitols have in 

common? 

Application Whatever has been learned in one 

situation can be used in another 

situation or in the same situation 

with new elements. 

 

 

Use information 

apply, compute, construct, using, 

convert, demonstrate, derive, 

develop, discuss, generalize, 

interview, investigate, keep 

records, model, participate, 

perform, plan, produce, prove, 

solve, use… 

Why would 

someone choose 

to live in a state 

capitol? 

Analysis Breaking down the information into 

its constituent parts to better 

understand the relationship of 

these parts to the whole. 

 

Break down information. 

analyze, compare, contrast, 

criticize, debate, determine, 

diagram, differentiate, 

discover, draw conclusions, 

examine, infer, relate, search, 

sort, survey, uncover…  

What are the 

advantages and 

disadvantages to 

living in a state 

capitol city? 

Synthesis Putting together constituent parts 

into new forms. 

 

Use information to create 

something new. 

build, combine, create, design, 

imagine, invent, make up, 

present, produce, propose…  

Create the model 

for a state 

capitol city. 

Evaluation Making quantitative and qualitative 

judgments on information, 

materials, and ideas. 

 

Judge information. 

assess, critique, defend, 

evaluate, grade, judge, measure, 

rank, recommend, reflect, 

select, validate, verify… 

Why would you 

choose to live or 

not to live in a 

state capitol 

city? 

 

Using Blooming with Knowledge 
For each level, create a specific task related to content you have just taught.  Direct students to complete 

each task for each level.  Either create a table with levels and prompts or display prompts for each level 

and give students a large sheet of construction paper.  Direct students to fold the paper into six equal 

parts and complete each level task in one of the six sections.  See the table below for ideas.  
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Blooming with Knowledge Examples 

Bloom’s Literature 

Short Stories 

Math 

Fractions 

Social Studies 

Early Rome 

Biology 

Nutrition 

KNOW Retell the story in 

your own words. 

Make a list of 10 

fractions that are 

all equal to 3/5. 

Write a magazine 

article describing 

life in ancient Rome. 

Define the term 

“junk food” by 

asking 10 students 

what the term 

means to them. 

COMPREHEND How does a 

character or the 

story remind you of 

anyone or anything 

in your own life? 

Explain the six 

different kinds of 

fractions.  Provide 

an example of each. 

Compare and 

contrast your life to 

someone your age in 

ancient Rome. 

Summarize the key 

ingredients that are 

found in most junk 

foods.  Note 

similarities. 

APPLY What is the author’s 

message or theme 

of the story? 

Find a recipe for 

your favorite 

cookies and double 

it. 

Construct a timeline 

to show the 

important events in 

the history of 

ancient Rome. 

Create a mini-poster 

showing how junk 

foods can be 

hazardous to your 

health. 

ANALYZE Find three examples 

of figurative 

language. 

Compare the four 

operations of 

fractions and rank 

them in order of 

difficulty.  Explain 

your ranking. 

Outline a course of 

study that could be 

used to learn about 

the legends and 

mythology that 

formed the basis of 

religion and culture 

of ancient Rome. 

Look at TV and 

magazine ads for 

junk food.  How do 

they make junk food 

appealing? 

SYNTHESIZE How is this story 

like or unlike other 

stories you have 

read? 

Invent a fraction 

that turns your 

name into a fraction.  

Use numbers 

instead of letters 

(like a code).  Make 

the numerator your 

first name and the 

denominator your 

last name. 

Plan an ancient Rome 

feast for high 

ranking government 

officials, including a 

multi-course menu 

and entertainment. 

Design a menu of 

healthy snacks 

students would eat. 

EVALUATE Would you 

recommend this 

story to your 

friends?  Why or 

why not? 

Imagine there were 

no fractions.  Write 

a paragraph that 

justifies our need 

for fractions.  Use 3 

examples of things 

you would no longer 

be able to do if 

fractions 

disappeared. 

What do you think 

were the most 

important 

contributions of 

ancient Roman 

society to life in 

modern day?  

Explain. 

Write an editorial 

defending some 

foods that have 

been labeled as junk 

food, but are really 

nutritious. 

 


