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TOE:  Terms Of Endearment 

 

1.  Terms of Endearment:  Teacher selects those terms that are essential in understanding 

a unit of study and provides students with definitions of content specific terms (academic 

language). 

 

2.  Description:  Students write a description of the term.  A definition is the meaning of the term within the 

context of the content area.  A description is an elaboration of the definition which explains the term in a more 

narrative manner. 

 

3.  Word Study:  The teacher chooses an appropriate activity to analyze the term, which may include word 

parts, word origin, synonyms and/or antonyms, and/or examples and nonexamples. 

 

4.  Context:  Students write sentences that include the specific content term—sentences that include a context 

to understand the term in greater depth.  Teacher or students may choose one or more of the following options: 

 Student copies a sentence that uses the term from a text—could be the classroom text or an outside text 

 Student creates a sentence that contains the term based on the student’s experiences. 

 Student creates a sentence that includes a context to understand the term. 

 Student creates a quote from someone who would use this term in his or her life or work.  

 

5.  Graphic Representation:  Student draws, diagrams, uses symbols, clip art, pictures, photographs, or other 

means to provide an illustrative depiction of the term. 

 

Follow-Up Activities 

 

 

Group students in pairs or triads.  Assign each student group a term and direct that group to complete a 

TOE activity for the assigned term.  Each group presents their term to the whole class.  TOE sheets could    

 be used to construct a class TOE Journal to be used throughout the unit. 

 

 

 

Using the activities for TOE, assign individual students, pairs, or triads specific terms for them to create a 

poster for each term.  Display posters around the classroom for reference during the unit. 

 

 

 

 

Provide individual students with a list of content specific terms for a specific unit with teacher-provided 

definitions.  In a TOE Journal, direct each student to complete each TOE activity for each term. 

 

 

 

Create a class photo album or PowerPoint of photographs of students demonstrating the meaning of 

content specific terms. 


