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Nine Tips for Learning Student Names 
 

1. Study the class list before you see the students and rehearse aloud each 

student’s name. 

2. Use name posts, nametags or name tents during the first week of class.   

3. Construct a seating chart and ask students to sit in the same place for at 

least the first week. 

4. Circle of Names - Make a circle in the classroom. Think of something that 

starts with your first initial. Teacher starts by telling what they picked and 

then add it to their name, example... my name starts with a L so I picked 

Lucky Linda. Next person would then say Lucky Linda, followed by their 

adjective and name. The next person would then say the first then second 

then theirs...on so on. By the time you go around you have heard each name 

several times and with that you remember names of your students. 

5. Focus only on first names. 

6. As you take attendance during the first week of school, say each student’s 

name deliberately and look at the student. 

7. While you take attendance, write something specific about each student to 

help you remember his or her name. 

8. At the end of the first class, attempt to say every student’s name.  If you 

can’t remember a student’s name, ask that student for the first letter, 

second letter, until you can remember the name. 

9. Let your students know you are actively trying to remember their names.  If 

you can’t remember a student’s name, just ask!  Students will really 

appreciate your effort to remember their names. 
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Name Tents 

Invite students to choose a colored piece of 

construction paper or cardstock (8-1/2 X 11), fold it in half, forming a tent.  

Direct students to boldly print their names on the tent (first and/or last name) 

and include 3-5 things about themselves.  Provide markers, colored pencils, 

stickers, colored paper strips, etc.   

Begin class by asking each student to introduce himself or herself and one or 

more things they included on their name tents.  Prompts might include favorite 

sports team, song, book, TV show, movie, musical group, food (sandwich, ice 

cream flavor, pizza toppings, etc.), travel spot, hobby, toy, action figure, comic 

strip, etc.   

Or have students find a partner and introduce themselves and explain their 

name tent. The partners then introduce each other to the class. The name tent 

is a good reminder of what to say. 

Extensions 

 Do a “Student Search” using name tents. No talking. Just record name.  

o Find a classmate who likes football. 

 For middle and high school, collect the tents at the end of class so they are 

not lost. File in a safe place for next class. 

 Have students hand tent to you as they leave the classroom. Use their name 

and one of their interests as you say goodbye. “Thanks John. I’m a sports 

fan too.” 

 Use the name tents to quickly take attendance. It helps you practice names 

those first days of school. 

 Use name tents to rearrange seating or to set up for a special lesson. Place 

name tents on desks before students arrive. 

 Eventually, name tents could be stapled to a bulletin board to create a 

collage of students’ names and favorites. 

 Keep name tents in sub folder after you have learned names. It helps the 

substitute quickly connect with students. Make this part of your routine so 

students know to do it when you are absent. 
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 Use name tents when you have a visiting speaker. 

 Crayola Personality Name Tent Lesson http://www.crayola.com/lesson-

plans/detail/personality-name-tent-lesson-plan/  

http://www.crayola.com/lesson-plans/detail/personality-name-tent-lesson-plan/
http://www.crayola.com/lesson-plans/detail/personality-name-tent-lesson-plan/
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Me in a Bag 

 

Introduce yourself to your students by filling a bag with 4-5 artifacts that 

are interesting and tell something important about you. Share this with students on 

the first day of school. It is a great way to show that you are a real person with a 

life outside of school. It is also a good way to model this activity that you can have 

your students complete over the next few days to introduce themselves to their 

new classmates. 

Find an interesting bag that tells something about 

your personality or interests. You might use a gym bag from 

high school if you are interested in sport or a brightly 

colored bag with gaudy flowers for teacher with a passion 

for life. Artifacts might be pictures of you and your family, 

pictures of pets, a postcard, picture or ticket to show an 

interest in travel, a book to show interest in reading, goggles 

to show interest in swimming, a tiny computer to show 

interest in technology, a bobble-head, stuffed toy, or hat for a favorite sports 

team, a paint brush to show an interest in art. Be creative. Pull out one artifact at a 

time and explain its significance to your life. 

Explain to students that you have created a schedule and have a bag for 

each student. Each day over the next week or so three students will bring in their 

“Me Bag” to share with students. Small lunch bags are a good size. Items must fit 

inside the bag. If an item is too big, students can bring a photo 

or draw a picture. Send a letter to parents explaining the 

activity, so they can help their child fill the bag and practice 

their short presentation. Encourage students to decorate their 

bags creatively. They could make it look like a piece of luggage, a 

sport bag, dance bag or wild bag to show their personality.  
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Me in a Bag Activity Letter to Parents 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Over the next two weeks, we will be getting to know each other by sharing information 

about our families, hobbies, and special interests. You child brought home a paper bag 

today to carry 4-5 items that he or she will share with the class as they tell us about 

themselves. 

The items must fit in the bag. The bag will easily fit in your child’s backpack. This is not a 

competition. Do not send any item that is valuable or irreplaceable. If an item is too big, 

students may include a photo or drawing. Students may creatively decorate the bag. 

Suggestions for contents: 

 Family photos. (Include extended family, close friends, and pets.) 

 A book read this summer 

 Professional sport team cap or apparel 

 Hobbies 

 Sports  

 Special interests 

 Clubs 

 

Attached is the presentation schedule. Your child may bring the bag the day before the 

presentation. I will store it safely in my cabinet. If you have questions you may phone or 

email me 

Thank you, 

Ms. Smith 

Email: 

Phone: 
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Sign the Brick Wall 

 

Try to fill in all the bricks by asking classmates to sign a brick if they fit the description in a 

brick.  If a classmate plays baseball, ask that classmate to sign the brick that says:  Plays a sport.   

 

Has been in a contest 

 

 

 

 

Has a pet Plays a sport Belongs to a club 

Has won a trophy or award 

 

 

 

 

Plays a musical instrument 

 

Has lived in another state 

Walks to school 

 

 

 

 

Owns a skateboard Has been to the zoo Has been to the ocean 

Rides a bus to school 

 

 

 

 

Has been to a play Can say hello in sign language 

 

Rides a bike to school Has visited another 

country 

Went to a different 

school last year 

Likes apple pie 
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Find someone in the class that represents each of the boxes below.  Have them sign their 

name in the box.   

Has brown 

eyes 

 

 

___________ 

 

Likes to eat 

spinach 

 

 

___________ 

Is wearing 

earrings 

 

 

___________ 

Has a cat 

 

 

 

___________ 

Walks to 

school 

 

 

___________ 

Plays an 

instrument 

 

 

___________ 

 

Has red hair 

 

 

 

___________ 

Likes to swim 

 

 

 

___________ 

Has been to 

the zoo this 

summer 

 

___________ 

 

Likes to each 

pizza 

 

 

___________ 

 

Has a last 

name that 

starts with an 

S 

___________ 

 

Has five letters 

in their first 

name 

 

___________ 

Has one 

brother 

 

 

___________ 

Is wearing 

jeans 

 

 

___________ 

Likes to read 

 

 

 

__________ 

Has a beautiful 

singing voice 

 

 

________ 

 

Is wearing 

running shoes 

 

 

________ 

Eats hot lunch 

at school 

 

 

___________ 

Is wearing a 

blue shirt 

 

 

___________ 

Has more than 

one pet 

 

 

___________ 
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Additional Prompts for Getting-to-Know-You Activities 

To edit the above Student Search Activity, copy and paste any of the following prompts.  Add to 

the list. 

 Has visited Disney World 

 Has visited the Grand Canyon 

 Has visited Washington DC 

 Has visited the state capitol 

 Takes music lessons 

 Takes dance lessons 

 Is wearing the same color top as you are 

 Has an older brother or sister who attends your school 

 Has a younger sister or brother who attends your school 

 Has the same first or last name as you do 

 Whose first name has the same number of letters as yours 

 Whose last name has the same number of letters as yours 

 Who has the same middle name as yours 

 Has ridden a motorcycle, snowmobile, speed boat, ferry boat, jet ski, water tube, etc. 

 Has a great grandmother or great grandfather 

 Was born in the same city as you 

 Can say the multiplication tables up to 12 

 Can count to 1000 by tens 

 Can say hello in another language 

 Can count up to 5 in another language 

 Can do a cartwheel 

 Can tell a joke 

 Can recite a poem 

 Can sing a song 

 Likes potatoes, pasta, pizza, pineapple, peas, pomegranates, parsnips, parsley… 

 Likes to play baseball, football, soccer, golf, miniature golf, basketball… 

 Hates pizza 

 Has a pink bike 

 Ate cereal for breakfast 

 Is attending this school for the first time 

 Likes to ride roller coasters 

 Likes scary movies 

 Likes to eat in restaurants 

 Has ridden a horse 

 Has milked a cow 

 Has fed chickens  
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 Has cooked supper  

 Can make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich 

 Likes to eat donuts 

 Likes the Green Bay Packers (or any team) 

 Has eaten poached eggs, corn bread, shrimp, lobster, tamale, egg roll, etc. 
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The Reader in Me 

 

Name ____________________________________________ 

 

 Check the response that most closely 

reflects you as a reader.  No response is 

wrong! 

Strongly 

Agree 
 

Agree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
 

Strongly 

Disagree 
 

 

I love to read. 

    

 

I do not like to read. 

    

 

I am a very good reader. 

    

 

I don’t think I am a very good reader. 

    

 

Reading is easy for me. 

    

 

Reading is difficult for me. 

    

 

 

Here’s what I want you to know about me as a reader… 
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The Writer in Me 

 

Name ____________________________________________________  

 

 Check the response that most closely 

reflects you as a writer.  No response is 

wrong! 

Strongly 

Agree 
 

Agree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
 

Strongly 

Disagree 
 

 

I love to write. 

    

 

I do not like to write. 

    

 

I am a very good writer. 

    

 

I don’t think I am a very good writer. 

    

 

Writing is easy for me. 

    

 

Writing is difficult for me. 

    

 

 

Here’s what I want you to know about me as a writer… 

 

 

  



Carpenter, Fontanini, & Neiman (2010) From Surviving to Thriving:  Mastering the Art of the Elementary Classroom  Page 12 
 

The Mathematician in Me 

 

Name ____________________________________________________  

 

 Check the response that most closely 

reflects you as a mathematician.  No 

response is wrong! 

Strongly 

Agree 
 

Agree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
 

Strongly 

Disagree 
 

 

I love to do math. 

    

 

I do not like to do math. 

    

 

I am very good at doing math. 

    

 

I don’t think I am very good at doing 

math. 

    

 

Math is easy for me. 

    

 

Math is difficult for me. 

    

 

 

Here’s what I want you to know about me as a mathematician… 

 


