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Talking Heads 
 

Description 
 

Talking Heads pairs up students so that they can discuss what they have learned about a specific 

topic, alternating partners for short bursts of time.  Talking Heads works well at the end of a 

session or class to cement learning.  Any size group will work.   

 

 

Rationale 
 

 Increase student participation 

 Facilitates learning 

 Encourages reflection and metacognition 

 

Set Up 
 

 Arrange to keep time for each Talking Head Session and for a signal to change partners 

 Construct a PowerPoint slide, overhead, or mini-poster with student guidelines for 

Talking Heads 

 

 

Implementation 
 

1. Ask students to stand up, walk seven steps in any direction, and find a partner. 

 

2. Direct students to determine who is Partner A and who is Partner B.  Ask Partners A to 

their raise hands. 

 

3. Partner A is the first Talking Head while Partner B can only listen—no comments, 

questions, or talking.   

 

4. Partner A must share everything he or she has learned in class.  Partner A may use texts, 

handouts, and notes.  Partner A talks, nonstop, for 2 minutes. 

 

5. At 2 minutes, the instructor says:  Change places.  Partner B is the Talking Head and 

Partner A starts listening—no comments, questions, or talking.  Partner B talks about 

what he or she learned in class for another 2 minutes. 

 

6. At 2 minutes, the instructor directs students to change places.  Partner A resumes talking, 

Partner B resumes listening for 1 minute. 

 

7. At the 1 minute mark, the instructor directs students to change places.  Partner B resumes 

talking; Partner A resumes listening for 1 minute.   
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8. The process may be repeated a third time for 30 seconds.  Time for each session is at the 

discretion of the instructor as described in the table below.   

 

9. If there are an odd number of students, one group can be a trio and rotate roles at the 

signal. 

 

10. At the end of the Talking Heads session, students may be dismissed or directed to return 

to their seats for the next class session.  Or, the instructor may invite each student to share 

one thing he or she learned that he or she shared with their Talking Heads partners. 

 

Time Sessions for Talking Heads 

 

Partner A Partner B 

Talks for 2 minutes Listens for 2 minutes 

Listens for 2 minutes Talks for 2 minutes 

Talks for 1 minute Listens for 1 minute 

Listens for 1 minute Talks for 1 minutes 

Talks for 30 seconds Listens for 30 seconds 

Listens for 30 seconds Talks for 30 seconds 

OR 
Partner A Partner B 

Talks for 1 minutes Listens for 1 minutes 

Listens for 1 minutes Talks for 1 minutes 

Talks for 30 seconds Listens for 30 seconds 

Listens for 30 seconds Talks for 30 seconds 

 

 
Why It Works 

 

Students like Talking Heads because it helps them to remember important concepts.  They enjoy 

the quick pace and speaking without being interrupted.  Instructors like Talking Heads because 

they hear what students have or have not learned, occasionally picking up misconceptions.  

Talking Heads is an energetic way to end class.   


