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My Peace 

My peace my peace is all I’ve got that I can give to you 

My peace is all I ever had that’s all I ever knew 

I give my peace to green and black and red and white and blue 

My peace my peace is all I’ve got that I can give to you  

My peace, my peace is all I’ve got and all I've ever known 

My peace is worth a thousand times more than anything I own 

I pass my peace around and about ‘cross hands of every hue; 

I guess my peace is justa ‘bout all I’ve got to give to you  

 

Woody Guthrie  
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Playing for Change: Peace through Music 

The Inspiration 

Playing for Change is a multimedia movement created to inspire, connect, and bring peace to the 

world through music. The idea for this project arose from a common belief that music has the 

power to break down boundaries and overcome distances between people. No matter whether 

people come from different geographic, political, economic, spiritual or ideological backgrounds, 

music has the universal power to transcend and unite us as one human race. And with this truth 

firmly fixed in our minds, we set out to share it with the world. 

 

The Production 

We built a mobile recording studio, equipped with all the same equipment used in the best 

studios, and traveled to wherever the music took us. As technology changed, our power demands 

were downsized from golf cart batteries to car batteries, and finally to laptops. Similarly, the 

quality with which we were able to film and document the project was gradually upgraded from 

a variety of formats-- each the best we could attain at the time—finally to full HD. 

 

One thing that never changed throughout the process was our commitment to create an 

environment for the musicians in which they could create freely and that placed no barriers 

between them and those who would eventually experience their music. By leading with that 

energy and intent everywhere we traveled, we were freely given access to musicians and 

locations that are usually inaccessible. In this respect, the inspiration that originally set us on this 

path became a co-creator of the project along with us! 

 

The Effect 

Over the course of this project, we decided it was not enough for our crew just to record and 

share this music with the world; we wanted to create a way to give back to the musicians and 

their communities that had shared so much with us. And so in 2007 we created the Playing for 

Change Foundation, a separate 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation whose mission is to do just that. In 

early 2008, we established Timeless Media, a for-profit entity that funds and extends the work of 

Playing for Change. Later that year, Timeless Media entered into a joint venture with the 

Concord Music Group through the support of label co-owner and entertainment legend Norman 

Lear and Concord Music Group executive vice president of A&R John Burk. Our goal is to bring 

PFC’s music, videos and message to the widest possible audience.  

 

Now, musicians from all over the world are brought together to perform benefit concerts that 

build music and art schools in communities that are in need of inspiration and hope. In addition 

to benefit concerts, the Playing for Change band also performs shows around the world. When 

audiences see and hear musicians who have traveled thousands of miles from their homes, united 

in purpose and chorus on one stage, everyone is touched by music's unifying power.  

 

And now, everyone can participate in this transformative experience by joining the Playing for 

Change Movement. People are hosting screenings, musicians are holding benefit concerts of 

every size, fans are spreading the message of Playing for Change through our media, and this is 

only the beginning. Together, we will connect the world through music! 

Playing for Change: Peace through Music 

http://www.playingforchange.com/ 

http://www.concordmusicgroup.com/
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Lesson Title: Stand by Me 

Playing for Change: Peace through Music 

http://www.playingforchange.com/ 

 

Grade Level: Multi Grade 

 

Overview:  

Students will use the recording and video of Stand by Me as a tool to study the world, global 

connections, and the implications of music as a tool for making peace. 

 

Content Connections: Geography and Behavioral Science (See pages 15-16 for specific 

Wisconsin Model Academic performance indicators.) 

 

Materials Required: 

 CD and DVD Playing for Change 

 DVD/CD player 

 Projector 

 Screen 

 Drawing Materials 

 Internet (optional) 

 Map of World 

 Research resources on various countries 

Objectives: 

Students will: 

 Identify the countries of the various performers in the song. 

 Locate countries on a map of the world. 

 Define what it means to ―stand by someone.‖ 

 Identify ways they can make a difference for another person locally, nationally, and 

globally. 

 Define and discuss conflict and how each person can help avoid it. 

 Compare similarities and differences of people around the world. 

 Identify global areas of need. 

Suggested Procedure: 

 

Opening 

Play a small segment of video of Stand by Me.  
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Instruction 

 Ask students if they enjoy music? 

 Can music have a message? 

 Ask students what does it mean to stand by someone? 

 Tell students you will be watching a video with a song about standing by people 

 Tell them to watch the different performers. 

 As students watch, read out the different countries the performers are from. 

 Have cards ready for all the countries and post these on the board as they are revealed. 

 Encourage students to sing along. 

 

After the video 

 Talk about the performers and the countries they are from. 

 What do the artists have in common? 

 How are they different? 

 How are they like me and how are they different? 

 Discuss again, what it means to stand by someone? 

 Can you do that for your family or here at school? 

 How can you stand by someone you don’t know or who lives in a different country? 

 Talk about ways everyone in the classroom can stand by each other and help them out. 

 Consider playing the song before class meetings. 

 

Other Activities 

 Find all the cities and countries on a wall map of the world. 

 Put pictures of the artists on the correct countries. (These can be found at 

http://www.playingforchange.com/) 

 Have students label individual maps with countries and cities. 

 

Extensions 

 Consider working with your school music teacher. 

 Use music to talk about and plan instruction to fight bullying in your school. 

 Learn about the different countries and their cultures by reading books about different 

cultures in your classroom. Choose a different country each week. 

 Learn about different countries by having student ask their caregivers about their family 

background or countries or cultures they know about. Students will interview and report 

to class. 

 Invite a parent, grandparent, or community member to come to your class to share 

information about a different country or culture. 
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Assessment Possibilities 

 Draw a picture of a time you were standing by someone or someone stood by you? Write 

a sentence to describe the drawing. 

 Draw a picture of you standing by someone you don’t know. Write a sentence to describe 

the drawing. (Tell students the pictures will be compiled into a classroom Stand By Me 

Book.) 

 Use KidPix software to draw a picture. 

 In groups, write a play, perform, and create a music video. 

 Create a slide show of pictures of children from around the world.  

 Create a poster/collage. 

 Video your students singing the song. Interview individual students about what the song 

means to them as part of the video. 

 

Closing: Show students 

Stand by Me – John Lennon 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KsemcYtF7E 

 

Or create your own PowerPoint show with appropriate pictures. 

Extension for Grades 4-8 

 Consider working with your music teacher. 

 Use music to talk about and plan instruction to fight bullying in your school. 

 Research and write bios for the artists in the Stand by Me music video 

 Research various countries from song. Choose a country one of the artists is from. 

o Find the answer to these questions 

 People 

 Population 

 Culture 

 Geography, climate 

 Economy 

 Find out about the artist 

 Research a recent catastrophe in the world. 

 Causes 

 Needs of country 

 World community’s response 

 What can you do? 

 Identify areas of conflict in the world today 

o Identify possible solutions to conflict, locally, nationally and globally 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KsemcYtF7E
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Assessment Possibilities 

o A traditional report on the country, catastrophe, conflict 

o PowerPoint 

o Write and direct a video 

o Collage 

o Poster 

o Write a new verse for the song. Perform, video, etc. 

Extensions:  

Allow students to plan a service project to promote peace by helping others. 

 Suggestions: 

 Local food pantries and women’s shelters 

 After School.Gov  

http://www.afterschool.gov/xhtml/topic/t_4.html 

 American Red Cross  

http://www.redcross.org/ 

 Corporation for National and Community Service. 

http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/node/17421 

 Kids Against Hunger  

http://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/ 

 Mountain 2 Mountain 

http://www.mountain2mountain.org/ 

 Pennies for Peace  

http://www.penniesforpeace.org/ 

 UNICEF  

http://www.unicef.org/siteguide/resources.html 

 Wisconsin Hunger Task Force  

http://www.hungertaskforce.org/ 

 

  

http://www.afterschool.gov/xhtml/topic/t_4.html
http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/node/17421
http://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/
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Learning Activities 

 

Geography -Locations in Stand by Me 

(in order of appearance) 

 Santa Monica, California 

 New Orleans, Louisiana 

 Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 Zuni, New Mexico 

 Toulouse, France 

 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 Moscow, Russia 

 Livorno, Italy 

 Caracas, Venezuela 

 The Congo 

 Guguleta, South Africa 

 Barcelona, Spain 

 Umlazi, South Africa 

 Pisa, Italy 

 Mamelodi, South Africa 
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Draw a picture of a way you could stand by someone you don’t 

even know. 

Describe your picture. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

_______________________ 
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Draw a picture of a time when someone stood by you. 

Describe your picture. 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_ 
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Draw a picture of a time when you stood by someone who 

needed help. 

Describe your picture. 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_ 
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Stand by Me 

Ben E. King 

 

When the night has come 

And the land is dark 

And the moon is the only light we'll see 

No I won't be afraid, no I won't be afraid 

Just as long as you stand, stand by me 

And darlin', darlin', stand by me, oh now now stand by me 

Stand by me, stand by me 

If the sky that we look upon 

Should tumble and fall 

And the mountains should crumble to the sea 

I won't cry, I won't cry, no I won't shed a tear 

Just as long as you stand, stand by me 

And darlin', darlin', stand by me, oh stand by me 

Stand by me, stand by me, stand by me-e, yeah 

Whenever you're in trouble won't you stand by me, oh now now stand by me 

Oh stand by me, stand by me, stand by me 

Darlin', darlin', stand by me-e, stand by me 

Oh stand by me, stand by me, stand by me  
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War (No More Trouble) 

Bob Marley 
 
Until the philosophy which holds one race  

Superior and another inferior  

Is finally and permanently discredited and abandoned  

Everywhere is war, me say war  

 

That until there is no longer first class  

And second class citizens of any nation  

Until the colour of a man's skin  

Is of no more significance than the colour of his eyes  

Me say war  

 

That until the basic human rights are equally  

Guaranteed to all, without regard to race  

Dis a war  

 

That until that day  

The dream of lasting peace, world citizenship  

Rule of international morality  

Will remain in but a fleeting illusion  

To be pursued, but never attained  

Now everywhere is war, war  

 

And until the ignoble and unhappy regimes  

That hold our brothers in Angola, in Mozambique,  

South Africa sub-human bondage  

Have been toppled, utterly destroyed  

Well, everywhere is war, me say war  

 

War in the east, war in the west  

War up north, war down south  

War, war, rumours of war  

 

And until that day, the African continent  

Will not know peace, we Africans will fight  

We find it necessary and we know we shall win  

As we are confident in the victory  

 

Of good over evil, good over evil, good over evil  

Good over evil, good over evil, good over evil 
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Name:       

Write a new verse for the song, War/No more trouble. Add an illustration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Sample: 

Until there is equality in education for boys  

AND girls everywhere, 

 

There is war! 
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Wisconsin Model Academic Standards Addressed in this project. 

Social Studies, Standard A: Geography 

Performance Standards - Grade 4 

A.4.1 Use reference points, latitude and longitude, direction, size, shape, and scale to locate 

positions on various representations of the earth's surface  

A.4.2 Locate on a map or globe physical features such as continents, oceans, mountain ranges, 

and land forms, natural features such as resources, flora, and fauna; and human features such as 

cities, states, and national borders  

A.4.7 Identify connections between the local community and other places in Wisconsin, the 

United States, and the world  

Social Studies, Standard A: Geography 

Performance Standards - Grade 8 

A.8.1 Use a variety of geographic representations, such as political, physical, and topographic 

maps, a globe, aerial photographs, and satellite images, to gather and compare information about 

a place 

A.8.11 Give examples of the causes and consequences of current global issues, such as the 

expansion of global markets, the urbanization of the developing world, the consumption of 

natural resources, and the extinction of species, and suggest possible responses by various 

individuals, groups, and nations 

Social Studies, Standard E: Behavioral Science 

Performance Standards - Grade 4  

E.4.3 Describe how families are alike and different, comparing characteristics such as size, 

hobbies, celebrations, where families live, and how they make a living 

E.4.4 Describe the ways in which ethnic cultures influence the daily lives of people 

E.4.5 Identify and describe institutions such as school, church, police, and family and describe 

their contributions to the well being of the community, state, nation, and global society 

E.4.6 Give examples of group and institutional influences such as laws, rules, and peer pressure 

on people, events, and culture 

E.4.7 Explain the reasons why individuals respond in different ways to a particular event and the 

ways in which interactions among individuals influence behavior 

E.4.8 Describe and distinguish among the values and beliefs of different groups and institutions 

E.4.9 Explain how people learn about others who are different from themselves 

E.4.10 Give examples and explain how the media may influence opinions, choices, and 

decisions. 

E.4.11 Give examples and explain how language, stories, folk tales, music, and other artistic 

creations are expressions of culture and how they convey knowledge of other peoples and 

cultures 
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E.4.14 Describe how differences in cultures may lead to understanding or misunderstanding 

among people 

E.4.15 Describe instances of cooperation and interdependence among individuals, groups, and 

nations, such as helping others in famines and disasters 

Social Studies, Standard E: Behavioral Science 

Performance Standards - Grade 8 

E.8.4 Describe and explain the means by which individuals, groups, and institutions may 

contribute to social continuity and change within a community  

E.8.5 Describe and explain the means by which groups and institutions meet the needs of 

individuals and societies  

E.8.6 Describe and explain the influence of status, ethnic origin, race, gender, and age on the 

interactions of individuals  

E.8.7 Identify and explain examples of bias, prejudice, and stereotyping, and how they contribute 

to conflict in a society  

E.8.8 Give examples to show how the media may influence the behavior and decision-making of 

individuals and groups  

E.8.9 Give examples of the cultural contributions of racial and ethnic groups in Wisconsin, the 

United States, and the world  

E.8.10 Explain how language, art, music, beliefs, and other components of culture can further 

global understanding or cause misunderstanding  

E.8.12 Describe conflict resolution and peer mediation strategies used in resolving differences 

and disputes  

E.8.13 Select examples of artistic expressions from several different cultures for the purpose of 

comparing and contrasting the beliefs expressed  

E.8.14 Describe cooperation and interdependence among individuals, groups, and nations, such 

as helping others in times of crisis  
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Resources 

 

Websites: 

Teaching History through Song, Educational CyberPlayGround:  

http://www.edu-cyberpg.com/IEC/iecmusic.html  

 

Teaching Tolerance: http://www.tolerance.org/ 

 

Voice Across Time: American History through Music http://www.voicesacrosstime.org/  

 

war is a force that gives us meaning, University of Maryland: 

http://www.firstyearbook.umd.edu/warisaforce/popculture.html  

 

We Shall Overcome: http://weshallovercomebook.com/  

 

 

Literature to use with Peace through Music: 

Banks, K. (2007). Lenny's space. Francis,Foster Brooks 

Giff, P. R.  (2001). All the way home. New York: Delacourte Press. 

Creech, S. (2004). Heartbeat. New York: HarperCollins. 

Di Camillo, K. (2009). Tiger rising. New York: Candlewick Press 

Fine, A. (1997). The tulip touch. Little Brown & Co. 

Garrison, J. & Tubesing, A. (1996). A million visions of peace. New York: Scholastic. 

Glaser, L. (2000). Our big home: An earth poem. New York: Scholastic. 

Haddix, M. (2007). Dexter the tough. Simon & Schuster. 

Hatkoff, I. (2006). Owen and Mzee: The true story of a remarkable friendship. Singapore: Turtle 

Pond Publications (http://www.owenandmzee.com/omweb/)  

Mortenson, G. & Roth, S. (2009). Listen to the wind: The story of Dr. Greg & the three cups of 

tea. New York: Dial Books. 

Mortenson, G. & Relin, D.O. (2009). Three cups of tea: One man’s journey to change the world 

one child at a time. Young Readers Edition. New York: Puffin Books. 

Munoz, P. (2002). When Marian sang. New York: Scholastic. 

Nicholls, S. (2008). Ways to live forever. New York: Scholastic. 

http://www.owenandmzee.com/omweb/
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Stotts, S. (2010). We shall overcome: A song that changed the world. New York: Clarion Books. 

(Lesson Plan and Resources: http://weshallovercomebook.com/) 

 

Yee, L.  (2009). Bobby Vs. Girls. New York: Scholastic. 

(2002). We dream of a world. New York: Scholastic. 

Winter, J.  (2009). Peaceful heroes. New York: Arthur A. Levine 

 

Music: 

Playing for Change: Songs Around the World performed by various artists (2008) 

Better Man 

Biko 

Chanda Mama 

A Change is Gonna Come 

Don’t Worry 

Love Rescue Me 

One Love 

Stand by Me 

Talkin’ Bout a Revolution 

War/No More Trouble 

 

Civil Rights  

Abraham, Martin and John by Dion (1968) 

If I Had a Hammer by Peter, Paul, and Mary (1962) 

Keep on Pushing by Curtis Mayfield and The Impressions (1964) 

The Lonesome Death of Hattie Carroll by Bob Dylan (1964) 

People got to be Free by The Rascals (1968) 

Respect Yourself by The Staple Singers (1971) 

Respect by Otis Redding (1965) recorded by Aretha Franklin (1967) 

Stand! by Sly and the Family Stone (1969) 

Think by Aretha Franklin (1968) 

We Shall Overcome by Joan Baez (1963) 

 

Peace, Protest, Awareness Music 

All We Need is Love by Lennon/McCartney (1967) 

Blowin in the Wind by Bob Dylan (1963) 

Eve of Destruction by P. F. Sloan (1965) 

Give Peace a Chance by John Lennon (1969) 

I Ain’t Marchin Anymore by Phil Ochs (1965) 
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I Feel Like I’m Fixin’ to Die Rag by Country Joe and the Fish (1967) (Preview lyrics for content) 

Imagine by John Lennon (1971) 

Lean on Me by Bill Withers (1972) 

Ohio by Crosby, Stills, by Nash and Young (1970) 

People Got to be Free by The Rascals (1963) 

Redemption Song by Bob Marley 

The Times They are a-Changin by Bob Dylan (1964) 

Turn, Turn, Turn by Pete Seeger (1969) 

Waiting for the World to Change by John Mayer (2006) 

Where have all the Flowers Gone by Pete Seeger and Joe Hickerson (1955, 1961) 

We Didn’t Start the Fire by Billy Joel (1989) 
 

Videos: 

Last Night I had the Strangest Dream 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2bm4tn_W94&feature=player_embedded 

 

Playing for Change (all videos)  

http://www.playingforchange.com/episodes  

 

Playing for Change: Stand by Me 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Us-TVg40ExM 

 

We are the World 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ne7fPpxAnuM  

 

We are the World 25 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Glny4jSciVI  

 

We See a Peaceful World  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9Jcymc4dpo 

 

 

*(2011) New York Times: Learning Blogs. Tips for planning a lesson on the earthquake in 

Japan. Retrieved March 15, 2011from 

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/11/teaching-ideas-the-earthquake-and-tsunami-in-

japan/?ref=education 

 

Contact Linda Carpenter: 

Email: llcarpenter@stritch.edu 

Website: http://faculty.stritch.edu/llcarpenter/  

(Click on Presentations.) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9Jcymc4dpo

