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Recommended Books for Educators 

An Annotated Bibliography 

 

 

Armstrong, T. (2006). The best schools:  How human development research should inform 

 educational practice.  Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

 Development. 

 

Armstrong highlights educational programs that honor students’ differences, using 

developmentally appropriate practices.  Educators in in these programs recognize the differences 

in the physical, emotional, cognitive, and spiritual worlds of students of different ages. This book 

will help educators reflect on how to help each student reach his or her true potential, how to 

inspire each child and adolescent to discover an inner passion to learn, and how to honor the 

unique journey of each individual through life. 

Beane, J. A. (1997).  Curriculum integration:  Designing the core of democratic education.  New 

 York:  Teachers College Press. 

 

Students are the center in curriculum integration and given a voice in how and what they learn.  

Defining curriculum integration as a comprehensive approach rather than simply rearranging 

subjects, Beane uses many classroom examples to explain the relationship between curriculum 

integration and the disciplines of knowledge.   

 

Brooks, J. G., & Brooks, M. G. (1999). In search of understanding:  The case for constructivist 

 classrooms (2
nd

 ed.). Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

 Development. 

 

This text builds a case for the development of classrooms where students construct deep 

understandings of important concepts. The book presents new images for educational settings: 

student engagement, interaction, reflection, and construction which are consistent with current 

educational and cognitive neuroscience regarding how students learn. 

 

Burke, J. (2002).  Tools for thought:  Graphic organizers for your classroom. Portsmouth, NH:  

 Heinemann. 

 

A great resource of strategies that can be adapted easily to many content areas.  Burke is a 

teacher and his book reflects that with practical, easy to implement strategies that facilitate 

student learning. 

 

Carpenter, L. L., Fontanini, J. J. & Neiman, L. V. (2010).  From surviving to thriving:  

 Mastering the art of the elementary classroom.  Dayton, OH:  Lorenz Educational Press. 

 

This invaluable resource has been created to help novice and more experienced teachers move 

toward becoming master teachers by providing a framework for tasks and dispositions that are 

part of a thriving elementary classroom community. Although not a theory book, explanations 

and rationales are provided in a context for the activities, strategies and tools it suggests.  
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Chabris, C., & Simons, D. (2010). The invisible gorilla:  And other ways our intuitions deceive 

 us. New York:  Crown. 

 

Chabris and Simons, creators of one of psychology’s most famous experiments, use remarkable 

stories and counterintuitive scientific findings to demonstrate an important truth: Our minds 

don’t work the way we think they do. We think we see ourselves and the world as they really are, 

but we’re actually missing a whole lot. Chabris and Simons combine the work of other 

researchers with their own findings on attention, perception, memory, and reasoning to reveal 

how faulty intuitions often get us into trouble.  

 

Dickmann, M. H., Stanford-Blair, N. & Rosati-Bojar, A. (2004).  Leading with the brain in 

 mind:  101 brain-compatible practices for leaders.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press. 

 

The authors present a broad repertoire of highly practical how-to strategies and practices for 

building capacity and achieving results in a learning organization.  These strategies and practices 

are easily adapted to the high school classroom. 

 

Dickmann, M. H. & Stanford-Blair, N. (2009).  Mindful leadership:  A brain-based framework 

 (2
nd

 Ed.). Thousand  Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press. 

 

This updated edition of Connecting Leadership to the Brain provides school leaders with a 

visionary framework for aligning leadership practices with the nature of human intelligence.   

 

Gordon, M. (2005).  Ten common myths in American education.  Brandon, VT:  Holistic 

 Education Press. 

 

Gordon examines ten assumptions about education that are grounded on thin or nonexistent 

research despite their popularity and public acceptance.  Each myth provides a starting point to 

examine beliefs and practices. 

 

Kohn, A. (1999) Punished by Rewards: The trouble with gold stars, incentive plans, A’s, Praise, 

 and other bribes. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

 

The basic strategy we use for raising children, teaching students, and managing workers can be 

summarized in six words: Do this and you'll get that. Drawing on a wealth of psychological 

research, Alfie Kohn suggests a more successful strategy based on working with people instead 

of doing things to them.  

 

Kohn, A. (2006).  (2
nd

 Ed.).  Beyond discipline:  From compliance to community.  Alexandria, 

 VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

Alfie Kohn challenged widely accepted premises, and with them the very idea of classroom 

"management," when the original edition of Beyond Discipline was published in 1996. Since 

then, his book has invited hundreds of thousands of educators to question the assumption that 
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problems in the classroom are always the fault of students who don’t do what they’re told; 

instead, it may be necessary to reconsider what it is that they’ve been told to do--or to learn.  

 

Kohn, A.  (2006).  The homework myth:  Why our kids get too much of a bad thing.  Cambridge, 

 MA:  Da Cap Press. 

 

Kohn’s incisive analysis reveals how a set of misconceptions about learning and a misguided 

focus on competitiveness has left our kids with less free time, and our families with more 

conflict. Pointing to stories of parents who have fought back-and schools that have proved 

educational excellence is possible without homework-Kohn demonstrates how we can rethink 

what happens during and after school in order to rescue our families and our children’s love of 

learning. 

 

Marzano, R. J. (2004).  Building background knowledge for academic achievement.  Alexandria, 

 VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

 

Marzano shows how a carefully structured combination of two approaches--sustained silent 

reading and instruction in subject-specific vocabulary terms--can help overcome the deficiencies 

in background knowledge that hamper the achievement of many children. Vignettes suggest how 

the recommended reading and vocabulary instruction programs might be implemented in 

elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools. The book includes a list of 7,923 

vocabulary terms culled from the national standards documents and other publications, organized 

into 11 subject areas and 4 grade-level categories.  

 

 

Pink, D. H.  (2006).  A whole new mind:  Why right-brainers will rule the future.  New York:  

 Riverhead Books. 

 

The future belongs to a different kind of person with a different kind of mind: artists, inventors, 

storytellers-creative and holistic "right-brain" thinkers whose abilities mark the fault line 

between who gets ahead and who doesn't. Drawing on research from around the world, Pink 

outlines six fundamentally human abilities that are absolute essentials for professional success 

and personal fulfillment.   

 

Pink, D. H. (2009). Drive:  The surprising truth about what motivates us.  New York:  

 Riverhead Books. 

 

Most people believe that the best way to motivate is with rewards like money—the carrot-and-

stick approach. That's a mistake. In this provocative and persuasive new book, Pink asserts that 

the secret to high performance and satisfaction-at work, at school, and at home—is the deeply 

human need to direct our own lives, to learn and create new things, and to do better by ourselves 

and our world. He examines three elements of true motivation—autonomy, mastery, and 

purpose, offering smart and surprising techniques for putting these into action.  
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Ratey, J. J. & Hagerman, E. (2008).  Spark:  The revolutionary new science of exercise and the 

 brain. New York:  Little, Brown and Company. 

 

Did you know you can beat stress, lift your mood, fight memory loss, sharpen your intellect, and 

function better than ever simply by elevating your heart rate and breaking a sweat? The evidence 

is incontrovertible: aerobic exercise physically remodels our brains for peak performance.  

Filled with amazing case studies (such as the revolutionary fitness program in Naperville, 

Illinois, that has put the local school district of 19,000 kids first in the world of science test 

scores), SPARK is the first book to explore comprehensively the connection between exercise 

and the brain.  

 

Restak, R. (2001). The new brain:  How the modern age is rewiring your mind.  United States:  

 Rodale. 

 

Restak describes dramatic advances that now are possible, as well as the potential for misuse and 

abuse, examining such questions as: Is Attention Deficit Disorder a "normal" response to the 

modern world's demand that we attend to several things at once? What happens in our brains 

when images replace language as the primary means of communication? How does exposure to 

violent imagery affect our brains? Are we all capable of training our brains to perform at a 

superior level? 

 

Strauch, B.  (2003). The primal teen:  What the new discoveries about the teenage brain tell us 

 about our kids.  New York:  Doubleday. 

 

For anyone who has ever puzzled over the mysterious and often infuriating behavior of a 

teenager comes a groundbreaking look at the teenage brain written by the medical science and 

health editor for The New York Times. Using plain language, Strauch draws upon scientific 

discoveries to make the case that the changes the brain goes through during adolescence are as 

dramatic and crucial as those that take place in the first two years of life, and that teenagers are 

not entirely responsible for their sullen, rebellious, and moody ways.  

 

Stronge, J. H. (2007).  Qualities of effective teachers (2
nd

 Ed.).  Alexandria, VA:  Association for 

 Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

 

Stronge synthesizes research to identify specific teacher behaviors that contribute to student 

achievement. Rather than look at outside factors like demographics, district leadership, and state 

mandates, Stronge focuses specifically on what teachers can control: their own preparation, 

personality, and practices. 

 

Sylwester, R. (1995). A celebration of neurons:  An educator’s guide to the human brain.  

Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

 

This book is more than an introduction to the brain, it is also an urgent call for educators to 

become actively involved in discovering useful applications for brain theory and research in the 

schools. Developments in brain research have already provided scientific support for educational 

practices such as cooperative learning, and new developments will almost certainly influence 
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other aspects of teaching and learning, from the content of the curriculum to the layout of the 

classroom. The question we must ask ourselves now, says Sylwester, is whether the education 

profession as a whole can continue to ignore the significant role that brain research can play in 

improving teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

Sylwester, R. (2003). A biological brain in a cultural classroom (2
nd

 Ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA:  

Corwin Press, Inc. 

Sylwester suggests imaginative collaborative classroom investigations that will help teachers and 

students understand and improve their behavior and learning potential. 

 

Sylwester, R. (2007).  The adolescent brain:  Reaching for autonomy. Thousand Oaks, CA:  

Corwin Press, Inc. 

 

Easy-to-understand theories and nontechnical language help educators and parents understand 

how the teenage brain thinks, feels, learns, and changes on its journey to adulthood. 

 

Vatterott, C.  (2009).  Rethinking homework:  Best practices that support diverse needs. 

Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

 

Is homework an essential component of rigorous schooling or a harmful practice that alienates 

and discourages a significant number of students?  Vatterott notes, "There's a growing suspicion 

that something is wrong with homework." The best way to address the pro- and anti-homework 

controversy is not to eliminate homework. Instead, the author urges educators to replace the "old 

paradigm" (characterized by longstanding cultural beliefs, moralistic views, the puritan work 

ethic, and behaviorist philosophy) with a new paradigm that includes redesigning homework 

tasks and deemphasizing grading of homework while improving homework completion and 

implementing homework strategies and support programs. 

 

Wagner, T.  (2008).  The global achievement gap:  Why even our best schools don’t teach the 

new survival skills our children need—and what we can do about it.  New York:  Basic 

Books. 

 

Wagner situates our school problems in the larger context of the demands of the global 

knowledge economy. With insights gained from visits to classrooms in leading suburban schools, 

he analyzes performance by considering the skills needed to get a good job and become a 

productive citizen. A manifesto for the twenty-first century, The Global Achievement Gap is a 

must-read for anyone interested in seeing our young people achieve their full potential. 

 

 

Willis, J. (2006). Research-based strategies to ignite student learning:  Insights from a 

neurologist and classroom teacher. Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development. 
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This is the first book for educators written by an author who is both a neurologist and a 

classroom teacher. Dr. Willis used her neurology expertise to examine the past two decades of 

learning-centered brain research. Using her background and experience as a clinical neurologist 

and neuroscience researcher, she sifted through the abundance of neuroimaging and brain 

mapping information. She assessed what information was both valid and relevant to education. 

She then employed her training and experience as a classroom teacher to provide strategies for 

implementing the best of this research in the classroom.  

 

Zhao, Y. (2009).  Catching up or leading the way:  American education in the age of 

globalization.  Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

Development. 

 

At a time when globalization and technology are dramatically altering the world we live in, is 

education reform in the United States headed down the right path? Are schools emphasizing the 

knowledge and skills that students need in a global society--or are they actually undermining 

their strengths by overemphasizing high-stakes testing and standardization?  Zhao concludes that 

American education is at a crossroads and we need to change course to maintain leadership in a 

rapidly changing world. Zhao explains what's right with American education; why much of the 

criticism of U. S. schools has been misleading and misinformed; why China and other nations in 

Asia are actually reforming their systems to be more like their American counterparts; and how 

the virtual world is transforming the economic and social landscape in ways far more profound 

than many people realize. Zhao outlines what schools can--and must--do to meet the challenges 

and opportunities brought about by globalization and technology. 

 

Zemelman, S., Daniels, H., & Hyde, A. (2012).  Best practice: Bringing Standards to Life in 

 America's Classrooms (4
th

 ed).  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann. 

 

This book is the ultimate guide to teaching excellence. Its framework of seven Best Practice 

Structures and cutting-edge implementation strategies are proven across the grades and subject 

areas. The authors create common ground for teachers, leaders, and principals by recommending 

practices drawn from the latest scientific research, professional consensus, and the innovative 

classrooms of exemplary teachers. 

 

Zemelman, S. & Ross, H. (2009).  13 steps to teacher empowerment:  Taking a more active role 

in your school community.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann. 

 

This book is about extending one’s professional role in small ways and large in the school 

community, in order to improve one’s teaching, one’s work life, and the school as a whole and 

that is what we mean by teacher empowerment. 


